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nation was impoverished by the many burdens under which it was .
and as he had travelled incessantly all over India from 1916 to 1931, except
for the periods when he was in prison, he could claim to know the condi-
tion of the villages better than any British officer.

He was prepared to evolve his own Constitution, and when the mino-
rities question was flung into his face, his patience was exhausted What was
this bugbear of the minority problem? Congress was not merely one of the
many political organizations It was predominantly the one organization
that had given battle and had suffered. Hundreds of villages were oppressed,
their crops were destroyed and thousands of rupees5 worth of land confiscated
and sold. This suffering was voluntarily gone through at the bidding of the
Congress Who would go through that suffering for a mess of pottage ? He had
come to plead with what was finest m the British character and to tell them
the whole truth. If, at the end of that chapter, he was told that nothing could
be done unless he could close with the Moslems and everybody else, then he
would go, but the British would have committed another blunder.

They must remember that the Round Table Conference delegates were
all nominated by the Prime Minister, not elected by the members   of   the
House of Commons whom no one could remove  They repiesented no one but
the will of the Prime Minister. The Congress was the only organization   re-
presenting the whole of India    Those who fought and went to gaols were not
all Hindus   They had several thousand Mussalmans amongst them, and Sikhs
and Christians too  The Congress might be called a majority community if they
liked, and the Congress had its own scheme of solving the minorities problem
The scheme presented for acceptance was an organic scheme in the cause of
unity   The Congress majority did not speak as Hindus, Hindus could be reduced
to a minority. The Constitution to be framed was for Indians, not for Hindus.
How could the Congress parcel out India among several sections of Hindus, and
several sections of Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and the rest? Imagine the
whole   nation   vivisected   and   torn   to pieces; how could it be made into a
nation with all these divided groups? That was what the   minorities   wanted.
These minorities had a perfect right to full civil, social and religious liberty,   and
they could appeal to the electorate for election m the open field    Why did they
want special electorates ?  Why did the Anglo-Indians fear   to   trust   to   the
general mass of the electorate?    Not because they were Anglo-Indians, but be-
cause they had not served India.   The Parsees did not want any special reser-
vations, simply because they had served India, and were sure to be represen-
ted by right of service    The grand-daughters1 of Dadabhai Naoroji, brought
up in the lap of luxury, had so served India that no one could deny them
the right to represent the people.   If members of other minorities entered by
the open door and served India, they also would be elected. There was no room

1 Perin Captain and Nargis Captain